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IN THE CLAIMS 





Please amend claims 1 and 10 as follows: 
V (Cun-ently Amended) In an information distribution system providing cx>ntent data 
anb^^asset data comprising navigational information to at least one subscriber, 
app^atus comprising: 

\ NULL packet inserter, for inserting NULL transport packets wHhin a transport 
stream including content packets; and 

a traVisport processor, for replacing at least some of said NULL packets with 
asset packets comprising said navigational infomnation associated with said content 
packets to produ^ a transport stream including content packets comprising said 
navigational inform^ion and asset packets having navig ation imagery assets. 

2. (Original) The app^atus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a first transport pack^zer, for packetizing said asset data to produce sard asset 
packets; and 

a second transport packetl^n cooperating with said NULL packet inserter, for 
packetlzlng said content data and producing said transport stream including content 
packets. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 
storage means, coupled to said transport processor, for storing said asset 

packets and said transport stream including contenb^ckets and NULL packets. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further compri^ng: 
storage means, coupled to said transport processor, fb|;storing said asset 

packets and said transport stream including content packets and^ULL packets. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising: 
a session controller, for interacting with a subscriber to receive a dc^ntent 

request; 
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said contr\ler causing a transport stream including said requested content 
packets and NULlJpacl<ets to be provided to said transport processor; and 

said contrail Acausing asset packets associated with said requested content to 
be provided to said transport processor. 

6. (Previously Preserited) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said NULL packet 
inserter Is responsive to a bandwidth reservation signal to provide a number of NULL 
packets inserted into said transport stream including content packets. 

7. (Previously Presented) Ahe apparatus of claim 2, wherein said second transport 
packetlzer provides mapping data indicative of the location of NULL packets within said 
transport stream including content,packets and NULL packets. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of clam 2, wherein: 

said transport processor is responsive to an asset rate control signal to adapt a 
utilization level of said NULL packets. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, therein: 
said transport processor is responsiva to an asset count signal to replace a 

plurality of NULL packets with each asset pacVet 

1 0. (CuR-ently Amended) In an information distribution system providing content data 
and asset data comprising navigational information to at least one subscriber, a method 
for processing content and asset information comprising the steps of: 

inserting, within a transport stream including dpntent packets, a plurality of NULL 
packets; and 

replacing at least some of said NULL packets w)th asset packets comprising said 
navigational information associated with said content packets to produce a transport 
stream including content packets comprising said navigalijonal Information and asset 
packet s, wherein said navigations infomrtation and asset o'l^ckets include navigation 
imagery assets . 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein said asset packets are 
processed according to the isteps of: 

packetizing, using a transport packetizer, at least one information stream 
comprising an asset information stream, said asset information stream being 
associated with a content stream. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said asset information stream 
comprises a plurality of asset infomiation sub-streams. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said plurality of NULL packets to be 
inserted into said transport stream Ipcluding content packets is determined with respect 
to a bandwidth reservation signal. 

14. (Original) The method of claim^O. further comprising the step of providing 
mapping data indicative of the locationW NULL packets within said transport stream 
including content packets and NULL pa&kets. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 14, ^herein said step of replacing comprises the 
steps of: 

finding, using said mapping data, the^Iocation of a next NULL packet within said 
transport stream including content packets and NULL packets; 

determining, according to an asset injeOfion rate, if said next NULL packet should 
be replaced by an asset packet; and 

in the case of a determination that said n^xt NULL packet should be replaced by 
an asset packet, replacing said next NULL packet with a next asset packet. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claimVl 0, wherein said step of inserting 
said asset packets is repeated according to an asseYnjection count. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 \further comprising the^^ps of: 
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interacting with a subscriber to receive a content request; 

retrieving a transport strdam Including said requested content packets and any 
Inserted NULL packets; and \ 

transporting, to said requesting subscriber, a transport stream including said 
transport stream including said reqitested content and said inserted asset packets. 
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